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19 January 2015 
 
 
 
 
Dear Convenor 
 
 
National Marine Plan 
  
Further to my letter dated 9 January, I offer additional information which the Rural Affairs, 
Climate Change and Environment Committee asked for on the 17 December 2014 at the 
evidence session with Marine Scotland officials.  
 
Ornithological considerations in the development of plans for offshore wind, wave 
and tidal power 
 
Plan Options in sectoral marine plans (i.e. those areas in which commercial projects should 
be sited subject to further licensing considerations) were identified through a multi-stage 
process involving a scientific Scoping Study to identify areas of resource and constraint. 
Regional Location Guidance was then applied to refine these into Draft Plan Options.   
 
This process included a wide range of data including existing uses as well as designation 
information and other available data sources on environmental issues to avoid impact on sea 
birds and other featues of the Scottish marine ecosystem.  The Draft Plan options were then 
subject to Strategic Environmental Assessment and Habitats Regulations Assessment.  We 
undertook consultation with the statutory nature conservation bodies, eNGOs and the public 
to check that these assessments were as robust as possible.  The data on birds used  
throughout these processes is set out in the appendix. 
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As our knowledge and understanding of the impacts of renewable energy on birds changes it 
will continue to be fed into decision making processes. Specific developments are subject to 
marine licensing procedures which take into account up to date information on impacts on 
the environment, including birds. 
 
Yours, 
 

 
 
Linda Rosborough 
 
DIRECTOR MARINE SCOTLAND 
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     APPENDIX 
 
Plans for Wind, Wave and Tidal Power in Scottish Marine Waters: bird interests 
 
The collation of relevant environmental data was a key aspect in the preparation of Regional 
Locational Guidance, and this information directly informed the development of the proposed 
Plan Options, as did the views expressed in the non-statutory pre-consultation undertaken in 
2012.   
 
Information on seabirds was used in the Scoping Studies using the MaRS model to express 
the relative risk of various types of development to seabirds.  Information used included 
distribution and densities of birds at sea, risk collision data using flight height and diving 
depth, and information on the location and type of areas protected for conservation reasons.   
 
This information was also used in preparing the environmental baseline for the Scoping 
(published in August 2012) and Environmental Reports prepared for the Strategic 
Environmental Assessment.   
 
The environmental baseline information for birds also included: 

 Nature conservation areas: 
o Special Areas of Conservation (SACs). 
o Special Protection Areas (SPAs). 
o Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs). 
o Possible Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) (these were consulted on at the same time 

as the draft sectoral marine plans). 

 Important Bird Areas (IBAs), developed by Birdlife International. 

 Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) Reserves. 

 Priority Marine Features (PMFs). 

 Areas of Search for Inshore Aggregations of Waterbirds and Important Seabird 
Concentrations Being Considered in an SPA Context, prepared by the Joint Nature 
Conservation Committee (JNCC).  

 Seabird and diving bird vulnerability maps developed using the European Seabirds at 
Sea (ESAS) dataset.   

 
 


